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IN THIS IS SUE eSO PRSPPI ] by Bob Gofham

Owl Talk ith no corporate jet or limousines, no swanky executive office suite and limit
ing the perks for their best customers to a free coffee at Sworks, they are
running a business that is more profitable than General Motors or AIG! After

interviewing Kathleen and Sharon Kroner, proprietors of Owl Talk, | have no doubt that they

could have brought some common sense and sound business logic to those money losing
corporations.

CONTINUES ON PAGE 8
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

.................................................. ° by Mar’-a N NGZCIrio, TERA Presidenf

pring is in the air, flowers are blooming and my

hopes are high for a great rest of the year. This

spring TERA's Eagle Rockdale Garden and Art Park
will begin hosting community activities and open to all even
if you do not have a plot af the garden.  The events begin
April 1 and end lafe September.

e Tuesdays, 7:00 = 8:00 p.m.: Tai Chi with Claudia
Cuevas. Admission — canned food for donation fo a
local food bank. Learn and help those in need - a great
combination.

e Thursdays, 7:00 = 8:00 p.m.: Yoga with Edna Albano. Donations welcome.

The park is located on at the Y created by Lanark St. and Rockdale Ave., just south
of la loma. The entrance gate is af the end of Shelby-lanark Park. For more informa-
fion contact the garden manager Mike Woodward at communitygarden@tera004 1.
org. | hope fo see you there.

TERA has been busy on many fronts. March 14, we participated in the Mayor's
Northeast Los Angeles Day of Service and spruced up the Eagle Rock Library on Cas-
par. Mary Tokita organized a great day with about 75 volunteers. We painted the
sign and railings, timmed, weeded, planted and mulched the grounds. Plant material
that was added is drought folerant, so that once established we can conserve one of
our scarcest resources — water.

Also in March, we held a joint public meeting with the Eagle Rock Community
Preservation and Revitalization Corporation (ERCPR] on the aftended (valef] parking
program request for proposal (RFP). More information will be provided in the e-letter in
months to come.

Additionally, the TERA Board approved a request for matching funds from ERCPR for
a grant they are seeking fo creafe a city cenfer for Eagle Rock once again. ERCPR's
vision is “to develop a comprehensive community plan that creates an overall vision
for the Eagle Rock commercial corridor along Colorado Boulevard through a holistic
re-imaging of the boulevard into a ‘complete street'— one that continues to serve vehicle
fraffic but is also pedestrian and bicycle friendly, and facilitates and encourages use of
public transit.” TERA is thrilled to be able to partner with ERCPR in a shared common
vision for Eagle Rock.

In February we co-hosted a mayoral candidate’s forum with the Eagle Rock Neigh-
borhood Council. The forum provided candidates an opportunity fo share their vision for
the future of Llos Angeles. It was refreshing fo see so many individuals who really care
about our community and want to make a difference.

TERA parficipated in a public meeting with ERNC on the Occidental Specific Plan.
Frank Parrello, chair of TERA's Planning Preservation and Development Committee, along
with commitiee members Michael Tharp, Renate Kofahl and others on the committee
have mef many fimes with Oxy representatives to review the specific plan and provide

TERA & SPRING 2009




input to improve and enhance the plan and make it a
win-win for Oxy and the community. TERA is extremely
fortunate to have a great team to address planning issues
with the falent of these individuals. As of the time of this
message, TERA had not taken a formal position because
we continue to work with Oxy fo resolve concerns.

If you've taken the Colorado off ramp from the
134 Fwy, at a reasonable rafe of speed of course, you
may have noticed that the Wiota Circle Monument is
complefe and blooming beautifully. What a great job
Helen and Dave Gustavson have done to tumn a blighted
comer info a welcoming site for all entering Eagle Rock.
They didn't do it alone because many, many steady vol
unteers helped, but they cerfainly were the driving force
and the ones out there all the time. Congratulations Helen
and Dave and thank you from all of us.

Lastly, one of TERA's most visible projects — Make Art
Not Trash — will soon be installed. Pauline Mauro has
shepherded the project through every difficult stage and |
want to congratulate and thank her for her vision and last-
ing energy and perseverance. Working with the Arroyo
Arts Collective, Center for the Arts, Eagle Rock, Council-
member Huizar's office and many local arfists she has
been the glue that has held it together.

This is my lost president's message as my two-year
ferm as president concludes June 30. | want to thank
the Board for their assistance every step of the way. |
also want to thank ERNC, ERCPR, Eagle Rock Chamber
of Commerce, Councilmember Huizar and his staff and
Mayor Villaraigosa's staff. | think that through our collab-
orative efforts we have improved this wonderful commu-
nity. | leave you in great hands as Bob Gotham takes the
reigns as our new president. Please offer him the same
warm reception and support you did me. You may con-
fact me, or Bob in the future at president@tera?004 1 .org.
See you around fown.

Wi g

MARIA N. NAZARIO
TERA PRESIDENT

All Green Thumbs

s | write this, my first garden column for TERA, it is a
cool, clear Spring day. In May, when it is published,
it could be the overcast and fog of June gloom’ or it

could be blazing hot. Likely, it will be both at some time during
the month.

Gardeners need to be prepared for both eventualities:  the
cool days when heavier work can be done and the scorchers
when it is best to sit in the shade and run a hose.

Most vegetable crops should be in the ground by now. If you
haven't planted your tomatoes vet, for shame. But, take heart,
there is still time to run to your local garden store and grab to-
matoes, eggplant, a bunch of zucchinis and shove them in the
ground. Remember, planting this late means that there will be
less root development and the plants, therefore, will require more
diligent watering.

Cool weather crops, like lettuces, tend to seed very easily in
summer unless they are in a shaded location. Over the past two
summers, the Community Garden has had excellent luck with a
variety of salad greens in an area shaded by oaks.

Summer is also a great time fo begin planning for next year's
garden by visiting some of the local flower shows. Not only do
you get fo see the wonders produced by devotees of various
plants, but the clubs sponsoring these events support themselves
by selling their specialties. Careful shoppers will be able to find
varieties simply unavailable even at the best nurseries. You might
find a daylily called ‘little Fat Dazzler,” an Iris called ‘Beverly
Sills,” or exotic cacti.

The Daylily Show and Sale is June 6 (one day only, they are
daylilies after all) from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The Fern Soci-
ety Show and Sale will be June 13 and 14 from 9:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m.. On August 15 and 16th the Inter-City Cactus Show
and Sale will be held.

Finally, I would encourage all to take a hike. Go up the Eagle
Rock Canyon Trail. See what remains of Spring's very colorful
wildflower display. Since there is no irrigation on the frail, this
should give everyone an excellent idea of which plants are truly
"drought tolerant.”
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Editor’s Letter
Whats Up with TERA?2

............................... e by Bob Gotham

"What is TERA do-
inge” | was asked
a couple of months
ago during a break
at a Neighborhood
Council ~ Meeting.
The question was
asked by a leader of
our community who | am sure was re-
flecting on the time that TERA was very
visible for the positions it took on a de-
velopment project that would change
the appearance of our downtown. Al
though unspoken, | think what may have
been implied was that, without the high
visibility of the past, how can our organi-
zation be contributing to the community.
Shame on me because | did not have a
quick response, and | should have. Ask
me the question again, | am ready.

TERA is every bit as productive today
as it was years ago. How TERA sup-
ports the community has been refined to
matfch Eagle Rock’s needs. Adopting a
more low-key approach, our collabora-
tions and partnerships with other com-
munity groups have grown. Check out
the President's Message in this edifion.
Maria provides a great glimpse into the
many ways we have been working for
our community in the last few months.
Our goal is not to get headlines. It is
fo quietly support change that benefits
Fagle Rock. However, we reserve the
right to be loud and visible when the situ-
ation justifies that stance.

"The sky is falling, the sky is falling”
said Chicken Llitlle or was it the New
York Timese As many know, the New
York Times wrote an article about busi-
nesses closing in Eagle Rock. Guess
what, they are closing in Glendale, Long
Beach, San Diego and even New York.
The situation in Eagle Rock is not unique.
Without discounting the depth of the cur
rent recession, it is true that as economic
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cycles, good and bad, are experienced,
businesses on the margins of profitabil-
ity may not survive. It is painful fo see
a business close. Never the less it is a
natural process.

Over the last few months | have been
interviewing business owners, and they
are all survivors. A few messages come
through strong and clear from every one
of the merchants.

®  Give your customers what they want.
Do not try fo convince them they
need what you think they need.

® Treaf each cusfomer as if they are go-
ing fo come back again and again.
Do not consider each transaction fo
be a onefime event.

* Be available to do business when
your cusfomers are able to patron-
ize your business. Sometimes it is
difficult to shop in Eagle Rock on
Saturdays because merchants have
irregular or no Saturday hours.

“What changes would you like to see
in Eagle Rock?” is a question | ask all
business owners. Slowing down the traf-
fic on Colorado Boulevard, change it to
two lanes, and add more cross walks is
a comment that comes from every mer-
chant, without exception. Brand Boule-
vard with two lanes, wide sidewalks and
an attractive  streetscape is frequently
offered as an example of a downtown
success that was a result of reducing the
traffic flow through the commercial zone.
let me know if you support this type of
approach for Colorado Boulevard. Your
voices can make a difference.

Finally and importantly, we have an
obligation to patronize our Eagle Rock
merchants.  Nofice the merchants who
support our community by advertising
in this newslefer. Read and enjoy the
business-based articles you find in this
publication.  Give these merchants your
business. VWhen our business community
thrives, it is a win win for both residents
and merchants in Eagle Rock.

Enjoy the newslefter. let me know
what you like, let TERA hear your voice.

Email newsletter@TERAQ004 1 .org
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323-256-1298
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2830 West Broadway
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Marr Nealon's

ANIMAL
LOVER

pet sitting service

14 years of
excellent referencesl!
Home visits while you're away or
working long hours. Experienced in
special medical needs, trained
in animal communication.
Catering to the wants & needs

of your furry babies!!

818 554-0711
323-255-4549

marr@vegsource.com




Volunteer Project
Puts a Shine

On Eagle Rock Library Grounds

® by Rich Puz and Mary Tokita

Mary Tokita and Jesus “Jesse” Ronan, Jr. do a little planting.

n your next visit to the library

on Caspar Avenue, you will

see some changes for the
better, courtesy of TERA and Mayor
Antonio Villaraigosa. The grounds are
cleaned up, railings and signage fresh-
ly painted and there are new textures
and colors from droughttolerant land-
scaping [also known as ‘xeriscape’).
These improvements were made on a
mild March morning by a hard-working
group of community volunteers.

Water-wise plantings are now visible
along the entrance walkway and replace
once-barren ground. An empty planter
on the front stairs brims with aloe, sweet
broom, Spanish lavender and a variety of
succulents (aeonium, echeveria, euphorbia,
and kalanchoe).

New beds of salvia and irises join a
mix of watersipping succulents growing on
both sides of the entrance patio. Clusters
of large aeonium sprout in front of the bike
racks. A host of mature aloes, nightbloom-
ing cereus and other larger plants are
climbing the wall south of the front door.
The longstanding bed of roses has been
pruned and new bushes added. Dayllilies,
bulbine and more succulents are now clus-
tered around a boulder out front, just off
the sidewalk.

You'll see more new xerophytic plants
on the perimeter of the library parking lot
— outside the conference room window, be-
neath the tree af Caspar and Merton, and
among the beds across from the American
legion Hall. Once established, these new
plantings will add visual interest and help

CONTINUES ON PAGE 12
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AUTO CENTER

Mechanical, Electrical & Upholstery
Certified Automotive Master Technician

(323) 259-0641

1941 W. Colorado Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90041

EARNING YOUR TRUST FOR 5 GENERATIONS!

e Complete Diagnostic e Brakes & Alignment

¢ Electric Tune Up o Auto/Manual Transmission

* Fuel Injection ¢ Engine Overhaul

e Auto Electric * Towing Available

e Tire & Balance e Upholstery & Auto Glass

All Work 100% Guaranteed for 12 months or 12,000 Miles.

COUPONS S

Warranty Maintenance Special
30-60-90 Thousand Mile Service
Keep Your Vehicle Dependable & $ 20 M 00
Reliable with Maintenance & Warranty! o F F
Exp: 12/31/09

The service required at these intervals vary considerably
by manufacturer. There are many inspection that need
to be performed as well, so let us suggest the best path
to take when it comes to these important services.

Coupon valid only if presented at time of purchase.
Most cars. Not valid with any other offer.

Rantz Auto Centere1941 W. Colorado BlvdeEagle Rock, CA 90041

Premium 0il Change

“For Faster Service - Please Call Ahead for an Appointment”
¢ Chassis Lubrication (If Applicable)
+ 5 Quarts Oil (10w30 only) + Oil Filter $ 2 5 95
¢ Preventative Maintenance Inspection u
* Top Off Fluids Exp: 12/31/09
¢ Check Tire Pressure

Coupon valid only if presented at time of purchase.
Most cars. Not valid with any other offer.

Rantz Auto Centere1941 W. Colorado BlvdeEagle Rock, CA 90041

Brake Service
¢ Savings Off Our Regular Price. $ 20.00
OFF

* Front Disc or Rear Drum

¢ Install New Pads or Shoes

¢ Inspect System

¢ Resurface Rotors or Drums Exp: 12/31/09

Coupon valid only if presented at time of purchase.
Most cars. Not valid with any other offer.

Rantz Auto Centere1941 W. Colorado BlvdeEagle Rock, CA 90041
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La Fuente

Full bar, ready to serve you

f you haven't been to la Fuente,

the litlle Mexican restaurant in a

strip mall on Colorado across from
Bank of America in the last few months,
you need fo go back. The food is the
same great authentic Mexican cuisine.
But how the place has changed.

First, I want to fell you about the
people of la Fuente. We often refer
ence places when we speak about
things that make Eagle Rock special.
However, it really is the people associ-
ated with the business, especially the
proprietors, that make it all possible.
The business and personal lives are in-
exfricably inferwoven. | mef with Hum-
berto Sapien, his son Tito and son-in-
law Octavio Ruiz, the men who make
it happen.
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Humberto the owner of la Fuente,
traveled from Mexico to Los Angeles in
1968. He came with litfle more than
his toothbrush and a change of clothes.
Humberto's remaining two brothers fol-
lowed soon affer. Networking then was
as imporfant as it is today. Humberto's
brother Amold, had already moved fo
los Angeles and was employed as a
cook's assistant at a restaurant in Pasa-
dena. Through his brother, Humberto
was able to get an entrylevel job as a
dishwasher.

A career break came one da
when he was asked to assist the coot
in some basic food preparation [rice,
burritos, salsa, etc.). You have to have
worked in a kitchen as a dishwasher
fo appreciate the significance of mov-

ing from dishwashing to more skilled
fasks. Humberto's career in food ser-
vice grew as he moved from cook’s
assistant to being responsible for se-
lected food preparation; and ultimately
gained chef status.
His brothers were
also  progressing in
the food-service busi-
ness. It seemed to
run in the genes of the
Sapien family.
Entrepreneurship
also is a family at
fribute.  The Sapien
Brothers  extended
their skills beyond the
kitthen and  began

opening their own
restaurants. At the
peak, they owned

five resfaurants lo-
cated in Eagle Rock,
long Beach, Moreno
Valley, Highland Park
and East los Angeles.
Their business organi-
zation was a blend of
active and silent part
nership. Today Hum-
berto owns Lo Fuente
— Eagle Rock exclu-
sively and his brother
Abel owns La Fuente
— Highland Park. The
remaining resfaurants were sold.

The original La Fuente — Eagle Rock
opened in 1988. It was a small, cozy
family restaurant with seating for ap-
proximately 64 guests. It was plain but
comfortable with friendly service and
solid Mexican cuisine. It had a small
exterior presence squeezed between a
laundry facility and a copy shop. In
June 2008, the restaurant closed in or-
der to be reborn as the new, better La
Fuente.

Scheduled to run one month, the
consiruction project expanded to al
most five months. The process for a full
liquor license and meeting the parking
requirement were the greatest challeng-
es. Humberto feels that the longterm
good relationship with the neighbor-
hood was a big plus in gefting ap-
proval for the fullservice bar. Council-



member Jose Huizar's office was very
helpful in focilitating a solution for the
parking requirement.

On October 10, 2008, la Fuente
reopened. It now includes the space of
two adjacent sfores.  Seating capacity
expanded to 94. Humberto's daugh-
fer Rosa, accepted her largest design
project, responsibility for the décor at
the new restaurant. “la Fuente”, the
fountain, is implied by the fountain ad-
iacent fo the new full bar. A fireplace in
the main dining room and earth-toned
walls decorated with brightly colored
Mexican pottery ensure a warm dining
experience. If
you want your
burritos with bas-
ketball or soccer,
sit at the bar in
front of the flaf
screen TV.

The biggest
change to the
menu is attrib-
uted to the new
grill and the full
bar. Humberto's
favorite entree is
Fajita Mixta, a
combination  of
shrimp, chicken,
steak, and fish,
served on a siz-
Zling platter at
your table. Tito
favors  Shrimp
Diablo  (spicy
sauce) and carne
asada  made
with porterhouse
steak.  Slightly unusual for a Mexican
Restaurant, Quail and steaks are also
offered. Humberto and Tito stressed
that the secret to la Fuente's success
is that their food is authentic, not com-
mercialized for mass production. One
cooking secret is to marinade meats
well, not just the last minufe seasoning.
The quality is consistent and the service
is not only prompt but also friendly.

They make a strong effort to get to
know their customers and remember

Service with a smile

them on the next visit. | can affest to
that.  Humberto sfill closely supervises
the kitchen, ensuring that family recipes
are faithfully followed. Tito and Oc-
favio began at the restaurant bussing
tables many years ago. They are now
Humberto's right hand in running the
restaurant.

Our conversation eventually turned
to the Eagle Rock community.  The
Sapien family has both business and
personal roofs in our community. Hum-
berto and his wife raised their four chil-
dren in Eagle Rock. The entire Sapien
family lives here today. The cleanliness
and quiet of the
community were
qualities  that
iniially — drew
the family here
from Highland
Park.  As the
community has
grown, they see
and embrace o
greater  ethnic
diversity.  Their
wishes for the
future  include
slowing  down
Colorado  Bou-
levard, perhaps
by changing it

fo two lanes.
They feel Brand
Boulevard  in
Glendale is a
good  model.
More Cross
walks,  espe-

cially the flash-
ing kind, are definitely needed They
would like to see owners invest more in
maintaining some of the older buildings
that suffer from neglect today.

Reacting to the economic slump that
is impacting all businesses, la Fuente
offers Happy Hour Specials that in-
clude both food and drink. Humberto
did not get where he is today without
great challenges. He has known how
to feed us well at a reasonable price for

CONTINUES ON PAGE 11

services skillfully performed

and exciting dental procedures
that meet most of your needs,
ve welcome adults and children

For any assistance please call at:

“I welcome you to our
dental practice. It is my
commitment to serve
my patients with quality

in an atmosphere of trust.
I believe in a caring and
conservative approach.”
—H. Tahmassian, DMD.

We offer many new

(323) 254-5547

Office hours:
Monday to Friday 9:00 am-6:00 pm
Saturday: 9:00 am-4:00 pm

5040 Eagle Rock Blvd..
Los Angeles, CA 90041
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Owl Talk

CONTUNED FROM PAGE 1

Twenty years ago, Kathy lived in Silver-
lake. Her waking hours were spent serving
pasta at Casa Bianca (eight years), attend-
ing Glendale Community College, and
hanging out af the great parties given on
Division Ave. The decision to go to school
or fo go fo the next party on Division was
often difficult.  For awhile, parties were
the winner. Kathy enrolled in classes that
would lead to becoming a reg-
istered dietitian and volunteered
at Glendale Memorial Hospital
for over a year. Meanwhile,
Sharon, who also worked part
fime in the food service busi-
ness, was sfudying garment de-
sign at Glendale College and
then at Ofis Parsons. Her goal
was her own design firm, spe-
cializing in lingerie and sports
wear.

Occasionally the sisters had
talked about their own business
but never seriously. In late ‘93
Sharon “got restructured”, oth-
erwise known as unemployed.
She decided this was the time
fo carry through and open a
business with Kathy (affection-
afely called “Kat’). Initially Kat
was not inferested. However,
Sharon was persistent; she just
would not quit talking about it.
Eventually, with no retail experi-
ence and clueless as to what
she was facing, Kathy trusted
her sister and agreed to move
ahead.  Their business plan
consisted of defermination and
a vision.

The initial vision was a store

in Glendale that would feature clothes they
designed and manufactured.  They casu-
ally mentioned their plan to Robin, the
woman who owned Twerps at the fime.
She insisted they check out a vacant store
next fo hers. The opening between Twerps
and the vacant store next door would form
a very symbiofic business relationship. The
location was an easy sell. Kat had already
fallen in love with Eagle Rock and Sharon
was about to.
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With less than $2,500 and sheer de-
fermination, they forged ahead and signed
the lease in May ‘94. The initial plan of
manufacturing garments was put aside as
impractical. With so litle capital, consign-
ment was the way fo go, no cost for inven-
fory. less than three months lafer, on July
2, 1994, Owl Talk opened and has been
one of the unique elements of the Eagle
Rock business community ever since.

Eventually Owl Talk evolved from strictly
consignment fo a retail /resale sfore. New
garments are mixed with consignments and
occasional rare vintage wear. ltems that

Kathleen (I) and Sharon

sell most quickly are confemporary styles
and the occasional high quality designer
or vintage garment. Funky, eclectic, con-
temporary and cute are words they use to
describe their clothes. Kat says, “There is
a reason fo the madness in our store, it's hit
or miss, you gotta be in the mood”. A style
called "Boho Chic” is back. | can't explain
it. You have fo go there to see it.

The maijority of garments are for women
but there is a small selection of men's wear.

Interestingly, it is difficult to find quality
men's wear in good condition.  Sharon
explained that men would wear a favor
ite garment repeatedly, with no consider-
ation if it has been seen before. However,
women do not want to be seen in the same
dress routinely.  Consequently, women's
garments are typically less worn when of
fered for consignment.

Customers are a mix of all ages. Moth-
ers and daughters shop together, one of
the goals achieved by the store.  Students
from St. Dominic's begin dropping in by
the 8th grade. Occidental Students are
given a courtesy discount and
represent a significant portion
of the customer base. Prices
are moderate. Offen a “cute
ouffit”, to use Sharon's words,
can be selected for $20.
They have a special affec-
fion for cusfomers who have
their own style, individuals
who don't follow trends but
just know “their look”. This is
typically an emotional frans-
acfion. As we all manage
our budgets more carefully
they hope more Eagle Rock
residents  will discover the
economy and fun of shopping

at Owl Talk.

Some  basic  principles
have made this business a
survivor.  Give the custom-
ers what they want, not what
you think they should buy, a
lesson some merchants never
learn. IF a customer asks your
opinion, be fruthful, even it if
means losing the sale. Deal
with each customer as if you
are in a relationship, not a
onedime transaction.  Sharon
and Kat feel their experience
in food service gave them
priceless people skills that have contributed
fo the success of Owl Talk. “Wait on tables
for a year. It humbles you, it makes you
stronger” according to Sharon.

Other practices include being conser
vative, watching your expenses and invest-
ing back info the business when times are
good. Understand that there is a roller
coaster effect to managing a business. A
fer each incline, comes a decline. Enjoy
the good times but plan for the tough times



is their motto. Kat is responsible for watch-
ing the "books”. Sharon is more active in
merchandise selection.  Responsibility for
the store is evenly shared. Their enthusiasm
has not waned over the years. However,
they are not resting on their laurels. Kat
now gives “Building a Boutique” presento-
fions and she hopes for a new venture this
year; "my fingers are crossed” she says.

We ended our visit talking about the
Eagle Rock Community, where they both
live, one block apart.  Simply said, “We
love Eagle Rock”. The family orientation,
the clean streefs and the comfortable pace
drew Kat, who moved here many years
ago for its almost Mayberry feeling. Shop-
ping at Tritch's and meeting three other
people you know reinforces the small town
feeling.

They want Eagle Rock to continue fo
grow and aspire to be the best Eagle Rock
it can be. They strongly oppose the notion
that Eagle Rock should model itself ofter any
other community. They love the place so
much, it was hard getting them to identify
areas of improvement; somewhat like crifi-

cizing your own child to a stranger. Even-
tually they suggested places for children to
gather after school, where the action is, not
remotely. Slow down traffic on Colorado
Boulevard, perhaps turn it info two lanes,
more cross walks, and for property own-
ers to establish more reasonable rents for
commercial spaces are some of the other
dreams they have for our community.

It was Glendale’s loss and Eagle
Rock’s gain when Kat and Sharon de-
cided to open their sfore here. They bring
something unique to our community. To
paraphrase, it's a litfle bit funky, it's a litlle
bit rock and roll, and it's lots of fun. In
many ways, it epitomizes what makes
Fagle Rock so special. Even if you don't
intend to shop, stop in to Owl Talk and
meet Kat and Sharon. They are cerfifiably
smart and fun women. Who knows, you
might even walk out with a new fashion
statement, af least new fo your wardrobe.

owl Talk
50608 Eagle Rock Blvd.
los Angeles, CA 90041

323.258.2465

High End Halr Without the Attitude

323.258.2840

6% S

5112 Townsend Ave, Eagle Rock 90041
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BOB TAYLOR
PROPERTIES, INC

Proudly representing
the historic
communities of
Arroyo Seco.
Highland Park.
Garvanza.

Meeting Washington.
Fagle Rock and
Glassell Park

Property for sale

and for rent.

Complete real
estate and
notary services

323-257-1080

www.bob-taylor.com
5526 N. Figueroa St. Highland Park

Eagle Rock
Montessori School
323) 254-3027

Pre-School, Elementary, Daycare

open from 7am-5:45pm
Monday-Friday
Half and Full Day Academic Sessions
2, 3 and 5 Days a Week

Eagle Rock Montessori School
1439 Colorado Blvd. Eagle Rock, Ca. 90041

phone: 323) 254-3027
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Land Use Update

................................................... .by TERA President Maria Nazario

t the February Design Review Board Meeting we learned that the devel-

oper of the land above the Eagle Rock ridge had submitted to the City

his request for a plan amendment and zone change fo allow him to de-
velop the land as commercial use and zoning for a restaurant. Currently the land is
zoned as private open space and zoned for minimum density. The developer told
city staff that he had been to the TERA PP&D committee and that we supported his
plan. This is simply untrue.

The PP&D Commitiee and the TERA Board has been in opposition of this de-
velopment since we first heard of it and reaffirmed its opposition to the proposal
at their January meeting. We reminded city officials that TERA had expressed ifs
opposition to this project via direct communication to them and in the eletters and
printed newslefter. TERA will not waiver in its opposition of the development of the
Eagle Rock ridge and will fight this until we persevere. This is one of the few green
spaces in our community and it must be preserved.

Occidental Specific Plan

TERA is working closely with representatives from Oxy in reviewing their spe-
cific plan. Our goal is to work with Oxy to develop a plan that works for them and
the community. Some of TERA's concerns are:

® lack of specificity in the specific plan. The Master Plan is more defailed in
addressing development and associated issues. Since Master Plans for private
institutions are usually infernal documents, it is not clear how the specific plan
implements those ifems that are only addressed in the master plan.

® The opportunity areas (potential buildings) are of concemn. We are inquiring
as to how the specific provisions stated under the opportunity zones will be
implemented. Our focus is on the opportunity areas around the perimeter of the
campus which have the greatest impact on the adjacent properties.

® The use designations are much broader than those usually prescribed in a spe-
cific plan or zoning code categories.  Academic - classrooms to laboratories;
Residential - single family to dormitories (and hotels); and Athlefic —offices to play-
ing fields. Categories are only limited by very large square footoge capacities
that could be achieved tomorrow or over 20 years.

e The plan calls for increasing the size of the college by over 500,000 square
feet but there is no planned increase in parking. Currently, the surrounding com-
munity bears the burden of overflow parking af the perimeter of the campus. We
recommend that additional parking be provided on campus under the specific
plan and that measures should be taken fo limit parking off campus.

® The specific plan sfafes that Oxy intends to preserve historic buildings on campus
consistent with the Secrefary of the Inferior Standards for Historic Properties. We
have requested that the buildings be identified.

e The plan indicates that Townsend Avenue will be used as the primary access
for new residential facilities in the adjacent subarea. Townsend is currently @
twolane substandard hillside connector street that is characterized by excessive
grades and blinding curves and should not be considered.

CONTINUES ON PAGE 13



La Fuente
CONTUNED FROM PAGE 7

many years. Tito and Octavio are committed fo keep-
ing the business open and in the family when Humberto
decides fo “go fishing”. Visit the new La Fuente; you
will not be disappointed.

La Fuente Restaurant,
2256 Colorado Boulevard,
los Angeles, CA Q0041

323.256.1298

georgina@disenographics.com
T [323] 254 + 0575 C P A
F [323] 254 - 0550
logos, print & web

designs
DANNY B. REYES

® ~
1 S e n O CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
. 4364-": Eagle Rock Blvd.

GRAPHICS = Los Angeles, CA 90041
—~ — Phone: (323) 258-4862
} 7 " Fax: (323) 258-5363

www.diseno grap hics.com E-Mail: DannyReyesCPA@aol.com

TRITCH
HARDWARE

The Learuning Ceuter

Need a unique 7 pw
. Teete ® READING & MATH
piece of JEWELRY IMPROVEMENT
or affordable ORIGINAL ART?
Come to ) Kindergarten — 7th Grade
7 %3 Serving Eagle Rock
lity Paint
Gallery & Gifts Qua lty amnts

4534 Eagle Rock Blvd., Eagle Rock, CA 90041

323.256.6117 1620 Colorado Boulevard (323) 478-1136

www.eclecticcactus.com
www.myspace.com/cactusgallery - www.nelaart.org (323) 255-8222 1118 Colorado Blvd.
Hours: CLOSED MONDAYS « Tuesday-Friday 12p-Tp

Saturday 10a-5p « Sunday 10a-2p

....................................................................................................................................... '|' ERAGSPR|NGQOO9@



Volunteer Project Puts a Shine

CONTINUES FROM PAGE 5

mitigafe operational costs while needing
litle water.

TERA's library “makeover” was one
of 67 projects completed March 14 by
5,000 community volunteers for the May-
or's Day of Service for Northeast LA. Abi-
gail RamirezMarquez, East Area Director
Neighborhood and Community Services,
Office of Mayor Antonio R. Villaraigosa,”
headed up the effort, serving as a ?ioison
for 60 volunteer project groups like TERA
while allocating resources and materials
with several City agencies and corporate
donors.

At the library, TERA worked with more
than 50 volunteers, who complefed the
improvements in just four hours. The group
was a diverse mix of families, young pro-
fessionals, teenagers and 20- to 80-some-
things, who not only weeded and planted
the grounds, but braved the tangled hedges
throughout the property to collect mounds
of trash.

TERA President Maria Nazario led a
froupe of young women who served as a
painting crew, wielding wire brushes on
the handrails along the stairs before add-
ing a new coat of rustproof paint. Other
teens focused on brightening the library's
concrete monument sign, diligently white-
washing every nook and cranny.

While most of the project costs were
provided by the Mayor's Office from pri-
vate fundraising efforts, not City coffers,
TERA sprang for items that the City could
not deliver, such as decomposed granite
and cerfain unusual plants. TERA members
will continue fo monitor and maintain the
project through its critical first year, coor-
dinating hand-watering efforts for newl
p|onfec? beds that lack water access wit
the library groundskeepers at the LA Dept.
of Recreation and Parks.

"It's been an incredible experience -
every City staffer we've met has been en-
thusiastic and committed to supporting our
efforts,” said TERA project captain Mary
Tokita, recalling how one Mr. O'Grady of
Parks & Recreation made three tfrips to the
Library to remove all the trash volunteers col-
lected. The LA Office of Community Beau-
fification and the LA Conservation Corps
donated 17 mature plants. LA's General
Services Dept. provided fools, mulch and
materials

TERA volunteers on the Day of Service
included Dave Gustavson (responsible for

TERA & SPRING 2009

Volunteers:

Hzia Villegas, Beth Gruss, Kevin Corte, Erin Batli, Sam

Maksovd, Melanie Sirany, Monica Wazeryan and Savannah Asdoorian

the new Eagle Rock monument at Wiota
Circle), who dug holes, picked up trash
and trucked materials from 7 a.m. fill nearly
noon. Smaller feams formed fo tackle each
task area, from the "Tree Canopy’ group
with Corky Refson and Dave Kofahl who
transformed the corner of Caspar and
Merton, to 'Rose Patrol’ trimmers like Joan
MacNeil and Nancy Shannon. Eva Car-
rillo and her sons, Daniel and Pablo, dug
out and replanted a narrow bed alongside
the driveway.

The Larsens, with two toddlers in tow,
Laurel Mogler and her son, joined several
other moms, dads and progeny fo plant
the new ‘Family Garden' near the front
sidewalk. Two enterprising women vis-
ited each team, planting everywhere they
could, then borrowed a broom from a local
business o sweep up the weeds and pack
garbage bags. The single largest group of
volunteers came from Glendale's \/\/iion
Middle School, a dozen-plus kids that tack-
led every assignment with lighting speed.

"Sonja Hannah and the library sfaff
have generously praised our efforts,” said
Tokita. “But Eagle Rockers are way over-
due in giving thanks to a critical community
resource. It's been a privilege to do it.”

To join the Library lIrrigation Brigade,
which  will  hand water plants  this

summer, call (323) 344-8426 or write

mareaucontraire@yahoo.com.

Maria and Miguel Cabal
rake up cuttings.



Land Use

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
DHM Lofts

The developer is out of funding. The destiny of the lot that is now aban-
doned and unsightly has provoked many discussions. Councilmember Huizar's
office continues to pursue all avenues, but it's a lengthy process when the builder
has no funding |er, even if there is a construction bond. Please report graf-
fiti and other nuisances to Councilmember Huizar's office at (323) 254-5295.
There is very litfle else they can do but monitor compliance with debris clean-
up and gro??iti abatement.  Although we may wish for the city to step in and
take over the property, it is private property and process must be &Howed.

Onteora Way Development

In February we received the determination from the Planning Commis-
sion on the hearing that Frank Parello testified at in August 2008. The Com-
mission approved the zone change but did not require the specific fract map
that would' limit the parcel to @ lots. TERA's PP&D Committee recommended
asking Councilmember Huizar to get a clarification tying the zone change to
the Tract Map. A lefter from the TERA Board has been sent to Councilmem-
ber Huizar fo link the zone change to the tract map and the limit of 9 lofs.

Green Goddess

The medical marijuana facility on Colorado Blvd. was not granted the hard-
ship exemption and therefore has abandoned the location. There's a for lease
sign on the property and hopefully the next tenant will be better suited to the loca-
fion and Eagle Rock.

In-Kind Donations

The following individuals gener-
ously confributed cuttings and mature
plants from their yards to benefit the
Eagle Rock Library.

Jean & Don Andreesen
Linda Johnstone Allen
Barbara Kennedy
Liz Larner & Tom Chasteen
Toby Leaman
Mark Sparks & Yolanda Nogueira
Sharon Springer
Kristen Steffey

Who’s former nest
is this?

While not the original house, this prop-

Davic/ Steinman erty on Uppertom Drive was once home to

a pioneer of aviafion.

Mary & Vernon Tokita

The first individual fo correctly name

Dave’s Chillin-n-Grillin is

officially recognized as the Best in the City!
This coveted honor was bestowed on Dave’s
Chillin-n-Grillin by CitySearch, America’s #1

Online Dinning Guide in the category of
sandwich shop - Rating 9.2. Gridskipper.com
recently ranked the Smoothies of Los Ange-
les - ours was rated at 2! Come see what all

the hoopla is about! Experts have spoken

and they can’t be wrong!

Open Til The Bread Runs Out
Seven Days a Week!
Mon - Sat 11lam - 8 pm
Sunday 12 noon - 8 pm

(323) 490-0988

2152 Colorado Blvd. « Eagle Rock, CA 90041

Mark Wenzel

TERA also gratefully acknowledges
Jim Parry for allowing TERA to use his
property on Eagle Rock Blvd. as o
staging area for the project.

this one time Eagle-Rocker will eamn a
free TERA membership or membership
extension.
Submit your guess to
Newsletter@TERA2004 1 .org

Ok Tobhs

Comtemporary &
Vintage clothing &
Accessories

5060 -B

Eagle Rock Blvd.,

Los Angeles, CA 90041
(323) 258-2465

Celebrating our
15 years in
business

ANY AN

Shop Online at www.owltalk.com
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What Are They Thinking

ecently, there was an article

in the New York Times about

Eagle Rock and the future it fac-
es as a result of the current economic
recession. While reading the piece, |
couldn't help but wonder how Eagle
Rock residents and business owners
reacted to the article about their be-
loved community titled “VWhen the Next
Wave Wipes Out.” Were they insulted
at the label Eagle Rock received as a
“glamour girl” now returning to being a
“neighborhood whose best qualities are
well-preserved homes, old-school pizza
and a really good hardware store2” Or
did they see the article as representing
what the nation is going through and a
tale of what could come if the commu-
nity doesn't band togethere

With the next issue of the TERA
newslefter approaching | decided to
send out a questionnaire fo locals and
see what they really think - about the
arficle’s porfrayal of Eagle Rock, and
about the neighborhood itself. Out of
close to one hundred emails sent, ten
people responded with their opinions
on the matter. Here's what | found out:

What do you think of the
story and its portrayal of Eagle
Rock?

This question received a variety of
responses. Tracy King (disclosure: Tro-
cy King is the author's mother] simply
stated that “Any sfory about Eagle Rock
that appears in the New York Times that
isn't about murder or gangs is a good
thing.” Others believed the article had
some truth fo it considering the current
economy, but that it had been edited to
represent the downside of the economy
and made Eagle Rock seem like it was
unique in its experience.

Pauline Mauro's response  repre-
senfed a lof of these views: ‘| think it
honestly showed what could happen
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......... -by Keely Myers

to Eagle Rock if its community doesn't
patronize and support its unique local
stores and institutions. | think the article
was a blessing in disguise because it's
gotten Eagle Rock motivated to make
sure our community comes through this
unprecedented recession as intact as
possible.”

What do you think is positive
or negative about Eagle Rock?

This question received more positive
responses than negative - it is clear that
local residents love their neighborhood
and think it has many great qualities,
besides cute boutiques. As Ethel Zierten
said, "Eagle Rock still has a small town
flavor. Many of the residents have lived
here for a long time. People know each
other and care about their community,”
and this belief is echoed in most of the
respondents’ answers.

Stephan Early, a teacher at Eagle
Rock High School, was reminded of
his early years: "l was born in Brook-
lyn and brought up in a very old town
in New Jersey. Morristown was small,
peaceful, polite and had a great mix
of people. Eagle Rock reminds me of
where | grew up in those respects but
it has the great added bonus of being
surrounded by a world class city with @
vibrant artistic community.”

The negatives that people men-
tioned all revolved around wanting
Eagle Rock to be a more pedestrian-
friendly community. Jennifer Morgan,
co-owner of the Colorado Wine Com-
pany, walks about a mile to work every
day and thinks it is “tough/dirty/traffic-

y to walk in.”
This leads to the next question

| asked:

What is the one thing you
would change about Eagle
Rock?

Keely Myers

Stephan  Early  described  what
would make his ideal Eagle Rock: ‘I
would change the speed of the traffic
on Colorado Blvd. When [ first came to
California, in 1964, when pedestrians
stepped off the curb, traffic sfopped on
both sides of the road until they were
on the other side of the sireet. The other
night when | was out on the Boulevard
| watched a gentleman and his daugh-
fer wait for five minutes on the merid-
ian for a lull in the traffic so they could
cross. The Eagle Rock Neighborhood
Council is Woiing on pedestrian lights
and crosswalks perhaps as they have
in Glendale fo return civility to crossing
the street.”

Other respondents have a greaf de-
sire for Eagle Rock to develop fo ifs full
pofential.  Pauline Mauro wished “for
people to be more open to constructive
commercial and residential develop-
ment, but still have a dose of skepti-
cism of the developers - to keep them
on their foes.”

Jennifer Morgan and Joanne Turner
agreed on what they would change.
Both would love to renew the main
business areas to make them more
aesthefically pleasing and pedestrian
friendly.  As Tumer described, she
would “demolish every badly designed
commercial building, replace all with



well designed, pedestrianriendly struc-
tures, and move most stinky, ugly auto-
related businesses to a more industrial
area where they belong.” Morgan
wants fo “enliven and rehab the main
business corridors in appearance and
function.”

John Nugent had two answers for
this one: “I'd change the timing of the
Farmer’s Market and offer a wider va-
riety of fruits/vegefables - the second
part of this answer is that it doesn't
change because of how petty local
politics can be in Eagle Rock.  Amaz-
ing for such a small place.”

What can be done to maintain
the idealism that has boosted
Eagle Rock in recent years?

This question received the most
passionate responses. Overall, all ten
respondents believed that the most im-
porfant thing to do to avoid the picture
painted in the New York Times article
is to get involved in the community. Zi-
erten believes that “the people who live
here have fo stay involved in the com-

munity, especially the younger people
and families who have moved here in
recent times. They must't become dis-
couraged because of the recession.”

Joanne Tumer, a pastpresident of
TERA stated that “a strong, courageous,
and proactive residents association
willing to intelligently take on the city
and developers was a reason people
and businesses wanted to move here
several years ago,” and a refurn fo this
kind of positive, determined force in the
community is the way to foke care of
the neighborhood.

As Tracy King says, “Continved
community activities to bring us fogether
are imporfant. There are already signs
of the fun and creativity that is core fo
the town.” Eagle Rock is known for
more than ifs promise fo be “the next
Silver Lake or los Feliz.” As an eclec-
fic neighborhood that has such a wide
variety of people show up for ifs com-
munity events, clearly it will take more
than an economic recession to change
its central identfity.

Become a
Member

Join TERA

TERA & PATRONS

The Eagle Rock Association could not exist
without the support of its members. Thank

you to all those listed below who have either
renewed their memberships or have joined for
the fist time. The list s as of date of printing
and renewals/new memberships since then will
be acknowledged in subsequent newsletters.

---------------- SUSTAINING /BUSINESS
Donna and Jack Fitch
Julia Salazar

Sara Jane and John Thies

............................. HOUSEHOLD
The Honorable Xavier Becerra and

Dr. Carolina Reyes

Flaine and David Koonse

Kim and Craig Ochoa

Jose H. Ortez

Dennis Randolph and Marina Rimer
Lucy Spurgeon

Jackie and William Stutz

Ursula and Mohamed El-Tawansy
Yvette Baptiste and Doris Weis
Bonnie Stern

Melinda Kerstein

Julia Strickland and Jack Burnett-Stuart
Kim and Arthur Nakata

.............................. INDIVIDUAL
Anita Garcia
Pat Griffith

Ann Porter
Karie Prescoft
Maria Cvenca

SENIOR & ASSOCIATE

R. A. Anderson
Istiharoh Glasgow
Marie Salazar

LIFETIME MEMBERS
Annual Recognition

Anonymous (3)

Coalition for Better Living

Damon Dennis and Michael Schlueter
MeHee Hyun and David Darling

Jeannine Jaramillo and Alejandro Jimenez
John LeBlanc and Kathleen Long

Agnes and Keith Louie

Rebecca Niederlander and Michael Turmon
Marsha and Allen Nikora

Hilary Norton Orozco and Gerard Orozco
Jeffrey Samudio

Paul Sislin

Christine and Jef Stewart

Michael Tharp

Karen and Eric Warren

INVEST IN YOUR COMMUNITY
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Location. Location. Location.

You've come to the right place.
Serving the Northeast Los Angeles neighborhoods since 1989.

TRACY KING

Interesting Homes For Interesting People
CoLDWETLL B ANKETR

www.tracyking.com

Tracy King, CRS, GRI, SRES, e-PRO Certified REALTOR® . 626.844.2956 - tracy@tracyking.com
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